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Our biggest challenge is to reform health
care. It’s the main reason millions of people
can’t get pay raises. It’s the chief cause of
insecurity for millions of families. It’s the big-
gest culprit in the Federal deficit. And it’s
a threat to America’s business growth be-
cause we’re spending over 14 percent of our
income on health care. Our competitors, the
Germans and the Japanese, are spending just
over 8 percent of their income on health
care, and they have every bit as good a health
care system, in most ways, as we do.

Soon the First Lady’s task force will make
its recommendations on what we need to do
to ensure that every American has access to
good, affordable health care, a plan that
keeps what’s good about our health care sys-
tem—our doctors, our nurses, our health
care providers, our medical research, our
great technology—but a plan that changes
what’s wrong: an increasingly expensive and
unjustifiable system of finance, one that’s too
bureaucratic, one that has runaway costs.

Another urgent task for our country is to
pass the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment. Last year I told the American people
this agreement with Mexico and Canada
could mean more jobs for Americans if it
could be strengthened to ensure that our jobs
would not be lost because of low environ-
mental standards or depressed wages in Mex-
ico. Today I can tell you we’ve won unprece-
dented provisions in this agreement that will
help to guarantee that it will benefit all
Americans. When it’s in place, we’ll open up
a whole new world of job opportunity for
Americans here at home by trading more
with Mexico and ultimately with the rest of
Latin America, the second fastest growing
area in the world.

We’re also dedicated to fixing our own
Government, to reducing unnecessary bu-
reaucracy, eliminating waste, increasing the
quality of service, in giving you more value
for your dollar. We haven’t reexamined the
way our Government works or doesn’t work,
for a very long time. But for the last several
months, Vice President Gore has been study-
ing the problem with the best experts in the
country, and early next month we’ll have his
recommendations on how our Government
can serve you better and save you money.
Quite simply, we’ve still got a lot to do in

a town where change is hard and words too
often substitute for real action. Congress,
however, has already spent about 40 percent
more time on the job than it did last year.

Many people say I’m pushing too hard for
change. Well, 30 years ago today Martin Lu-
ther King said, ‘‘This is no time to engage
in the luxury of cooling off or the tranquiliz-
ing drug of gradualism. Now is the time to
make real the promises of democracy.’’ As
our children go back to school and, after a
great family vacation, I go back to work, I
have faith that together we can do just that,
make real the promises of democracy for all
Americans.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:45 a.m. on
August 27 at a private residence on Martha’s Vine-
yard, MA, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August
28.

Statement on the 30th Anniversary of
the March on Washington for Jobs
and Freedom
August 28, 1993

On this day 30 years ago, almost a quarter
million Americans gathered in the shadow of
the Lincoln Memorial to ask our Nation to
uphold its founding ideals of equal justice
and equal opportunity for all.

As he looked at the crowd, Martin Luther
King, Jr., must have been inspired by what
he saw: people of every color, united in mu-
tual respect and common purpose, rep-
resenting America as it was meant to be and
as it must be. In the words of A. Philip Ran-
dolph, whose vision of a multiracial move-
ment for social justice inspired this historic
demonstration, those who marched on Au-
gust 28, 1963, were ‘‘the advance guard of
a massive moral revolution for jobs and free-
dom.’’

Three decades later, we remember how
far we have come on freedom’s trail, and we
rededicate ourselves to completing the jour-
ney. As a son of the South, I have seen in
my own lifetime how racism held all of us
down and how the civil rights movement set
all of us free. We must never forget the hard-
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earned lesson that America can only move
forward when we move forward together.

That is why we rededicate ourselves to vig-
orous enforcement of the civil rights laws,
to eradicating discrimination of every kind,
and to opposing intolerance in all its forms.
And we firmly believe that, as such visionary
leaders as Martin Luther King, A. Philip
Randolph, and Bayard Rustin understood
three decades ago, jobs and freedom are in-
extricably linked. Human dignity demands
that each of us have the opportunity to use
our God-given abilities, to support ourselves
and our families, and to produce something
of value for our fellow men and women.

In everything we do, we are guided by that
vision of economic empowerment. That is
why we have struggled to lift the working
poor out of poverty. That is why we have
struggled to expand the opportunities for
education, training, and national service.
That is why we have struggled to bring new
jobs, new opportunities, and new hope to
communities all across this country, from our
smallest towns to our oldest cities. That is
why we will spare no effort to provide every
family in America with health care they can
count on, health care that’s always there. And
as we pursue the timeless goals of oppor-
tunity for all and responsibility for all, let us
follow the example of those who marched
30 years ago and work together, regardless
of race or region or religion or party.

As we honor the past and build the future,
let us listen again to the words of Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., ‘‘Now is the time to make real
the promises of democracy . . . now is the
time to make justice a reality for all God’s
children.’’ Together, we can make that dream
a reality. Together, we can make the country
we love everything it was meant to be.

Remarks Prior to Departure From
Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts
August 29, 1993

The President. Can you hear me? Good.
Well, first of all, let me thank you all for com-
ing. I’m astonished by this crowd, but it is
what we have seen all week. I can’t thank
you enough on behalf of all of us for the
wonderful hospitality we’ve had here. My

family never needed a vacation more, and
it’s hard to imagine how this one could have
been better. We are going home immensely
grateful to all the people who have been
here, for your hospitality, your warmth, your
understanding of the problems we caused on
occasion and very much refreshed, renewed,
and ready to go back to work for the Amer-
ican people.

We have a lot of work to do. We’re going
to take up the health care issue, which I think
is the most important thing out there facing
our country right now and any number of
other things that you will read about in the
days ahead.

I don’t want to give a political talk tonight.
I just want to tell you that, at a very personal
level, this was a wonderful 10 days for us,
and we are grateful to all of you. This has
been a great time. This is a great family place.
I wish everyone in America could see it, but
at times I thought everyone in America was
here already. [Laughter]

I’d like to ask Hillary to come up and say
a word on behalf of our family, and I want
to thank you again. And we want to get out
here and shake a few hands before we leave,
but I want Hillary to say a word or two.

[At this point, Hillary Clinton thanked every-
one for helping to make their family vacation
enjoyable.]

The President. Thank you very much.
Bless you. I hope we’ll see you again. Thank
you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:36 p.m. at the
Martha’s Vineyard Airport.

Remarks at a White House Interfaith
Breakfast
August 30, 1993

Thank you. Thank you very much. I want
to, once again, as the First Lady did, wel-
come all of you to the White House on behalf
of Vice President and Mrs. Gore and Hillary
and myself. We’re delighted to have you all
here.
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